“...CHEAP AT ANY PRICE”


“It is the duty of Theosophists... to protest against the repetition of slanders, baseless always and now being one by one refuted. And do not reply that you are doing your part by reading the ‘Secret Doctrine’ and teaching it to others. That would be to class yourself with a man who should hear people saying his benefactor was a swindler and should reply that he was too busy spending the fortune to bother about that.”


“I meet today people who talk about being on the ‘Path,’ shown them by H.P.B., and who do not defend the reputation of their teacher. If I found myself on any path with such individuals, I should jump down the precipice as the liklier road to salvation. Mahatma K.H. wrote once of a certain kind of folk: ‘They are of the Universal Brotherhood but in name, and gravitate at best towards Quietism—that utter paralysis of the Soul. They are intensely selfish in their aspirations and will get but the reward of their selfishness.’ (Mahatma Letters, p. 210).”


“Whom the cap fits...”

“But there are real aspirants who have a differently dangerous outlook. These imagine the present Defence is going to have a walk-over. They are wrong... big interests are concerned. These will work secretly; and as I am convinced now, the Attack is systematic and periodical... Students! Make it your business to make... the world aware of my ‘Defence’—until someone even better equipped comes out with a better one. Defend Blavatsky, write about Blavatsky, lecture on Blavatsky, talk about Blavatsky at every opportunity...”

“I calculate that this Defence will take from three to seven, or even to ten years according to the effort of world-wide propaganda made. It may cost a good deal of money, and would be cheap at any price.”

—Beatrice Hastings


After 20 years of research and preparation for the Defence of Madame Blavatsky when no one else cared to try—and we will let the reader guess what has been our personal monetary sacrifice during that “trying” period and, especially, more recently—, we planted the roots of The Blavatsky Foundation in 1967. By then the scope and progress of this endeavor for HPB, this unique work for Humanity, had advanced so far (and the public need for its truth was so fast enlarging) that we could no longer bear its cost alone. This is ever more true today, when every hour lost in dollar-chasing means one hour less for the research and writing which apparently no one else can or will provide. The only promise for continuing this work to its logical and planned consummation lies within The Blavatsky Foundation—formed as the latter is to further the same purposes. Thus the measure of financial support The Foundation receives becomes a critical and decisive factor in the future success or failure of all this total undertaking. 

WHY WE DEPEND ON INDIVIDUAL DONORS


But now its Directors are faced with the harsh realization that the prospects and programs they have adopted for Madame Blavatsky’s defence and vindication can never be realized on the low level of financial gifts The Blavatsky Foundation has been receiving. If its current income is any barometer, The Foundation—unique though it may be in its activities, declared purposes and research resources—is already a dying failure, one more effort for Truth that will have perished for want of money, not lack of creative innovation.


Excepting two (whose gifts together, over this four-year span, have totaled $550), the Theosophical societies and centers, major and minor—though applauding our work, privately or publicly—have made it known by word or indication that we shall get no (or no more) financial help from them. This is not surprising, inasmuch as no notable defence of Mme Blavatsky has ever been subsidized by any one of them; and, except for the Carrithers booklet in 1947 and the Waterman book in 1963, no major work of the kind (whether by Hartmann, Sinnett, Kingsland, Hastings, Vania or Endersby) has been printed on their presses! Despite this sorry state of affairs, deplorable as well as obvious, we hear repeated complaints that we ought to look to the organized groups and not to individuals for needed support. The fact is that was our own anticipation for 20 years—but no more. We have the program, the data, the research talent and the ingenuity and dedication to do the job, but not the dollars to see it into print—and God only knows, we can’t wait on anyone another 20 years!

WHO WILL ENDOW THE BLAVATSKY FOUNDATION?


Rarely are foundations established without an “endowment.” Once endowed, they then search-out and acquire the staff and talent necessary to further their declared purposes. The genesis of The Blavatsky Foundation has been quite the reverse; its only “endowment” has been one of faith—faith that, once appraised of our past victories and our future battle plans in the Cause of Madame Blavatsky and her “Brothers,” support sufficient to bring these projects in her defence to fulfillment, would be forthcoming from others who also had made that Cause their own. That this expectation has not been realized during our first four years merely serves to emphasize the painful fact that The Blavatsky Foundation suffers—and, until the problem is remedied, will continue to suffer—from its lack of financial endowment.


This primary need for a solid, financial base not only means that projects must be limited, juggled and curtailed to fit an unpredictable income, even more unfortunately, it makes impossible any consistent, long-term planning of the kind necessary to achieve optimum effectiveness. On this level, the project most jeopardized and deferred by this deprivation is also the one most important of all. We refer to the planned completion and publication of the definitive defence work—centering upon the Coulomb-missionary-SPR Committee attack (See “A Major Project—Its Promise and Need,” page 4 of our “INTRODUCTION” brochure.) Practically all necessary data have been gathered and research done for this monumental project (probably the most ambitious, thorough-going and complicated in the field of Parapsychology, certainly in Theosophical history); so its final preparation for the press awaits only the purchase of time to insure its completion. 


To any proven supporter with the tentative desire and means to solve—or help solve—this major financial need of The Blavatsky Foundation, we shall be glad to send a confidential prospectus of the book researched and planned to be HPB’s definitive defence and vindication. 


A $15,000 endowment (established in any name of the endower’s choice) not only would make certain the public-availability (in print) of this work with its exclusive and unequaled discoveries and findings, this endowment also would provide for the 1973 Publications Program with its four important projects enumerated in our 4th NEWSLETTER. (Taking account of the total time estimated for the work still remaining as of now, the target press date will be 1977—the 100th Anniversary of Isis Unveiled, H.P. Blavatsky’s first gift in her greatest offering to Humanity, her literary legacy of Truth.)


This or any similar endowment, of course, could be either by gift (outright or restricted) or by will and bequest; and in both instances the contribution would be free of all California and Federal taxation.


We may be prejudiced, but we honestly cannot say we know another single comparable investment one might make of greater profit to the Cause of Mme Blavatsky, the Masters and the Theosophical movement, or of equal enduring benefit to the whole of Humanity.

COMPARE—AND DECIDE


We believe that every dollar invested in the work of The Blavatsky Foundation goes further in the Cause and Defence of HPB than it would if used otherwise or contributed elsewhere. For one thing, the whole of our program is dedicated to Madame Blavatsky exclusively, and our effort is not fragmented into propaganda channels for lesser teachers, “successors,” or later leaders and other teachings. All of our expenditures are directed into two areas: research and the publication of research findings.


As a consequence of this two-part program, the past four years, following establishment of The Blavatsky Foundation in 1968, have seen, firstly, that our research results have not been equaled anywhere in the Theosophical world (for corroboration of this factual, not immodest claim, see our Press Release of July 1968, and our circulars of December 1968 and July 1970; as well as NEWSLETTER—3; “INTRODUCTION,” pp. 2, 3 and 4; and “Masters of the Lie,” here inclosed—additional copies of which may be had upon request by donors); and, secondly, that, although built upon the leanest of budgets, our publicity drive for HPB (as when in rebuttal to the “Manual for Revolution: attacks) has excited favorable response in the general press and broadcasting field unequalled by the activity of any other Theosophical center no matter what its financial outlay. We have directly challenged more foes, silenced more critics and exposed more lies against Madame Blavatsky than anyone during this period. The list of those whose public attacks on HPB (unprecedented in volume since 1885) have been blunted or exposed by our counter-thrusts, publicly or personally directed, is not exhausted when we name the National Broadcasting Company (NBC News), Rex Westerfield (the John Birch Society), Ron Wright, Dr. Thouless, Turner, Mason, Steiger, Costain, Steinbacher, Dornan, Cohen and Goldfarb.


Where efforts of all others had failed—including those of the Theosophical Societies with their highly-paid lawyers—, we alone brought NBC before the Deferal Communications Commission on complaints so that this “world’s largest broadcast network” was forced into self-damaging admissions about the origination of its TV news and “Tonight” show broadcasts derogating Madame Blavatsky. Similarly, our radio rebuttal of January 1971, broadcast in the Los Angeles area, was the first break-through by any Theosophical center in obtaining free equal-time to answer attacks on HPB and her followers. And while the Society for Psychical Research in 84 years had never noticed nor reviewed in the pages of its publications any book in defence on HPB, our Director of Research received 8 pages of criticism and was accorded 9 pages to reply in defence of his 1963 book, a landmark concession on the road to Madame Blavatsky’s ultimate vindication!


If these good works, unique in their unparalleled achievement and effect, cannot be taken as proof that The Blavatsky Foundation is, of all Theosophical centers in the world today, the one most deserving of support in the Cause and Defence of HPB, then we shall have to despair forever of those who now call themselves followers of Madame Blavatsky and her “Brothers”!


How much are these followers giving per annum to the organized groups of their choice—how much more or how much less than the “sacrifice” of the “tithing Christian”? And by support, we mean real support, not something that pro-rates at a few cents per month (or less than one-percent of an income), but the kind of support shown by less than one in a hundred of those who have read our NEWSLETTERS. (If all who have given to The Blavatsky Foundation were each faithfully contributing just $2 on a regular monthly basis, the total sum would almost be enough to finance The Foundation’s foreseeable projects for the next 5 years.)


More importantly, how much of that dues money or donation, given elsewhere, directly goes to enhance public appreciation of our Great Teacher and to break down popular prejudice fostered by the enemy to kill curiosity and interest in her teachings? When you donate to the work of The Blavatsky Foundation, your dollars are not lost in maintaining any expensive headquarters facilities and a paid staff. The Directors of The Blavatsky Foundation are not jetting about the country putting in at lavish hotels and tipping on expensive meals with your gifts. Our Directors receive no compensation for anything they do in their official line of duty. Our money does not go for traveling lecturers hired to fatten membership rolls, nor for expensive advertising nor costly typesetting and bookbinding. The success of our education program does not depend upon whether or not a book sells well nor how many new members turn out for a lecture course. More than 30 years of study of Theosophy has taught us one thing, at any rate: there is no better teacher than HPB herself (starting with The Key to Theosophy, for the beginner). Too often activities and programs initiated by established groups are little better than time and resources wasted on social-oriented “educational” entertainment.


We strive to inform by the least costly means, and we aim to educate the audience that is the least informed, the most needy for truth, the “Great Orphan,” Humanity itself, as HPB called it. If our information serves to enhance the knowledge of some Theosophist along the way, that is both incidental and useful in preparing the latter also for combat against the enemy’s offensives. All our interest is to give the world a true picture of H.P.B. and her work for the progress of humanity; and to do so in the full expectation that this will deplete the ranks of those who are her slanderers and the dupes of slander, while swelling the number of those who will find their way to the study of her writings. As our purpose is to make HPB and her works known to the masses, so, we reason, the justification for any one of the established groups is in its making available, for the masses, these writings. We view these two activities as complementary and in no way competitive or conflicting. Where the established centers are weakest, the drive of The Blavatsky Foundation offers exceptional reinforcement.


The “canard crisis” of 1968—when two of the major Theosophical centers for the first time, we believe, ordered paid advertisements in the general press directing public attention to factual recognition of who and what is H.P. Blavatsky and Theosophy—, demonstrated as never before just how badly the established groups have failed to guide the general public and the molders of public opinion in general to knowledge of Mme Blavatsky and her teachings. Mostly, the guidance had been left to the wily hand of the defamer who, if refuted at all—and, more often than not, not publicly by any major center—was seldom exposed in any thorough-going manner. Not one of them in 1968 had ready and available so much as a concise biographical sketch of HPB and her work—what she taught and what she did not teach—that could be given freely to inquiring reporters. Years and years have passed by when no group had in print any book with any kind of biography of Madame Blavatsky!

OUR GUIDE-STAR:

SCOURGE OF THE SLANDERERS—“THE ONLY CHELA WHO DID NOT FAIL”


Certainly the Theosophical Movement was not initiated by Madame Blavatsky and her “Brothers” in order to be a refuge for the religious herd-instinct nor a playground for entertaining propagandized proselytes between “conversion” and “transition”! In the scales of time and value, of all that counts for human progress, a Theosophical center cannot justify its existence unless it serves as a training ground and vanguard point for warriors of Truth ever-ready to go forth and meet the foe face-to-face in the never-ending struggle for the minds of men, for the salvation of the whole race. The chelas of the Gurus talked about by HPB were not training to become Adepts merely to disappear into Nirvana. Only one of those known to us did not fail, she says—and it was he alone who first exposed the Coulomb plot and thereby laid the groundwork for HPB’s coming and final vindication! 

This saving action of one lone courageous, truth-dedicated individual was what first brought conviction to our Founder-Secretary that indeed there had been a Coulomb-Hodgson plot! But what Theosophical nest of self-supposed “incubating chelas” ever has taken Damodar K. Mavalankar, this exposer of plots and scourge of slanderers, as its ideal and prototype?


If we thought there were any more important work for the Cause of HPB that what we are doing, we would have gotten into it a long time ago. Our founder could have taken to the lecture circuit as one more “public teacher”—already, in his last semester as a student, he had won gold and silver trophies for public oratory.


But the first need is to clear away from the public image the heaped-on filth unswept by generations of so-called Theosophists, and so for the first time to reveal to the Children in Darkness the bright glory of the Great Teacher. After that, there will be for them the Teachings—for these have been waiting all the while, long ago set down by pen.


A quarter-century of sometimes sad, sometimes bitter experience in sounding the battle-cry to rally true believers and faithful followers to the supreme defence of their declared Teacher—often only to witness a potential defender turn away unhearing, or see another, better equipped for battle by position or means, deaf to entreaty—has burned upon our consciousness one occult maxim before all others: The closer one sticks to the facts, the more one cherishes truth and only the truth, and the higher the barrier is raised to keep out the phony, the false and the phantasmagoric, the fewer will be those who welcome the message and the lesser the number that will support the Cause.


That is why on one side of the “Great Divide” there are very, very few—the Mahatmas and Mahatmas in embryo only; and on the other, countless multitudes of untold millions, millions and thousands of millions, generation after generation.


The choice is before us all: do we want to strive towards joining the few or to slacken and remain with the many?


Where are laborers in the Cause of The Masters, who can afford to let fail—only for want of their support—the unique and unprecedented program of The Blavatsky Foundation, a magnificent undertaking which, in the promise of its fullfillment, bears the certainty of answering the Theosophical Movement’s direst need of the past 87 years, the complete, irrefutable and definitive vindication of The Masters’ Messenger? Are we each prepared to do our part in this Defence? If not, the loss will be mankind’s—but the failure will be ours!
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